
Don West
June 20, 1963 - December 30, 2022

Don West passed peacefully on December 30, 2022 in his Cashmere home
by the river, with his wife by his side. He was supported by so many during his
valiant and lengthy battle against lymphoma. 

 

Don was born on June 20, 1963 in Parkridge, Illinois. From a young age, he
was passionate about sports- especially baseball. He also possessed a very
dynamic personality. This pairing created his first opportunity to sell various
merchandise, including sports memorabilia, on television. His larger than life
personality and salesmanship grabbed the attention of TNA Wrestling where
he spent several years in both broadcasting and product sales. Through
wrestling he amassed a huge following who continue to be fans to this day.
While touring the country with TNA wrestling shows, Don discovered the PN
West and he and his wife relocated to Wenatchee, Washington. There he
joined the Wenatchee Wild hockey team, as general manager of
business/marketing director. It was through this position that he came to love
this town and its close community. He was with the Wild for the next four years
and was then recruited by the local radio station KPQ. It was always Don’s
dream to have a sports talk show. This job not only allowed him to do what he
loved, but also to come alongside so many in the community. 

 

Don was preceded in death by his father Charles Hugh West. He is survived
by his beloved wife of 30 years Terri, his mother and stepfather Carolyn and



Bruce Garrison, and his brothers Dale (Faith) West and Dave (Darlene) West,
and many other extended family members. 

Taking weather into consideration, a Celebration of Life gathering is planned
for May 20, 2023 at 1:00 pm at the Town Toyota Center, 1300 Walla Walla
Avenue, Wenatchee, WA. 

 More details will be updated as they become available. 

A website has been created for information sharing and story/photo gathering.
https://everloved.com/life-of/don-west/ 

 

Arrangements by Chapel of the Valley, East Wenatchee.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

MAY 20. 1:00 PM (PT)

Town Toyota Center
1300 Walla Walla Avenue,
Wenatchee, WA 98801



Tribute Wall



CV Tribute from KPQ Radio: 
 KPQ sports talk show host Don West passed away at home in

Cashmere Friday morning. He was 59-year-old. West had been
battling brain lymphoma since being diagnosed with the illness in
June 2021. 

 Over the years, Don worked with the Shop at Home Network, TNA
Wrestling and the Wenatchee Wild Hockey Team before signing on
the Don West Show on KPQ in 2016. 

 Laura Gooch, KPQ's Townsquare Media Market President said Don
West was larger than life itself. "He brought so much energy and
laughter to our building and we were very lucky to have him as a
part of our broadcasting family. He was a walking sports
encyclopedia, a music aficionado, and a television and movie buff;
and he loved sharing his afternoons with KPQ's listeners on The
Don West Show. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Don's beautiful
wife, Terri, and his entire family". 

  
During his time with the Wild, Don became close friends with
general manager Bliss Littler. "This has been a tough couple of
years, just watching him go through this." said Littler. "It's been
tough, and we definitely lost a real good one. What I’d say right now
is ‘Heaven’s getting a first ballot hall of famer.” 
Littler says he and the Wild coaching staff got to spend an hour with
Don about three weeks ago. 
He also said he and the staff recently shoveled snow off a deck at
Don's home where he would often sit and watch the river flow by. 
 
After joining KPQ, Don's weekday show grew in popularity and was
eventually expanded in hours from 2pm-5pm.He often got involved
in special interest causes, and was active raising money and
supporting veterans. 

  
After initially being treated for cancer, Don announced in September
of 2021 that the cancer was in remission following 8 weeks of
chemotherapy and 13 radiation treatments. West was looking
forward to getting back to his show on KPQ, and had started
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returning to his office at the station on a regular basis. 
 But by December, Don was hospitalized as he had to fight cancer a

second time. 
  

He posted on Twitter in January of this year that his cancer returned
and he was undergoing chemotherapy. He noted then that his
recovery was on track with a clean bill of health after 3 months. He
then began his second round of chemotherapy with more
aggressive and arduous treatments when symptoms returned yet
again. 

  
In May, Don said there had been plans to undergo a stem cell
treatment, but the tumor was then twice the size it had been.
Doctors canceled the stem cell treatment, and arranged for him to
undergo experimental treatment. A GoFundMe page created by his
brother-in-law is still online.

Chapel of the Valley - January 17, 2023 at 01:39 PM

10 files added to the album Memories Album


