L.C Johnston

January 6, 1936 - October 6, 2023
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LC Johnston passed away at his home in Wenatchee on Friday, October 6

after a brief iliness. He was 87 years old. He was born in Zion Arkansas on
January 6, 1936 to Austin and Hallie Johnston, and would maintain a close,
personal connection to that area of the country for the rest of his life. He loved
to reminisce about those childhood days, especially when he was with his
sisters Billie and Norma.

Austin and Hallie, like many other families at the time, packed up Billie, LC,
and Norma and moved West — landing in Wenatchee, WA in 1943. He
graduated from WHS in 1954 and met the love of his life Rilla LIoyd while
attending First Assembly of God church in Wenatchee. The two were married
on June 29th, 1956. The newlyweds moved to Seattle where LC worked at
A&P grocery and Boeing while he attended University of Washington. In 1959
LC and Rilla welcomed their 1st child — Shelly.

LC would go on to complete his bachelor’s degree from Central WA Univ in
1964. While working toward his degree, LC would commute to Wenatchee on
the weekends so he could work at Peter Rabbit Grocery — early evidence of
his tireless work ethic and dedication to his family. Their 2nd child, Dan, was
born in 1963. 3 years later, LC and Rilla would celebrate the 4th of July by
welcoming their 3rd and final child... Cory. After graduation, LC began his
teaching career teaching 5th graders and high schoolers in Peshastin, WA.
Then, in 1969, the family packed up and moved to Chicago. The move was so
that LC could achieve his Master’s Degree @ lllinois Institute of Technology in



1970. The family then returned to Peshastin/Dryden where LC became the
high school counselor, along with teaching both economics and sociology.
LC’s love of learning led him to participate in numerous summer programs to
advance his education. One such program was at West Point Military
Academy, and another in Taiwan. Seeing the world and exploring other
cultures had a tremendous impact on him that would last the rest of his life
and would fuel some of the stories he loved to tell his grandchildren.

In 1973, while still teaching @ PD, the family moved to Wenatchee. That
tireless work ethic kicked in again, and LC added Driver’s Education and
Junior Class Concessions to his list of responsibilities. Later on, LC
transferred from the high school to the grade school where he would go on to
teach the 5th grade until retiring in 1992. He took great pride in his work and
loved bringing his grandchildren along to help in concessions or even as
“special guests” of his classroom.

A deep Christian faith and love for his family were unquestionably his top 2
priorities in life. A long-time member of First Assembly of God in Wenatchee,
he served on the church board and taught Sunday school. He lived his life in a
way that made his priorities obvious — showing kindness, generosity, and
loyalty countless times throughout each day. He lived in a way that would
have an everlasting impact on those he leaves behind and was able to do so
by unashamedly keeping Jesus at the center of all he did.

LC took great joy in teaching others and spent MANY hours on the highway
between Leavenworth and Wenatchee teaching generation after generation
how to drive. Even after retiring, he seemed to have an endless supply of
energy that found its way out by taking care of those he loved.

He was preceded in death by his parents Austin and Hallie Johnston, his
brother James Johnston, and sister Norma Phillips. He is survived by wife
Rilla Johnston, sister Billie Messer of Tumwater WA, daughter Shelly (Steve)
Farmer, son Dan (Trudy) Johnston (all of Wenatchee), son Cory (Lorraine)
Johnston of Henderson, Nevada, , 7 grandchildren and 14 great
grandchildren...and a soon to arrive great- great granddaughter.



Celebration of Life services will be 11:00 AM, Saturday, October 28th at
Wenatchee First Assembly of God. Arrangements are in the care of Chapel of
the Valley, East Wenatchee. chapelofthevalleyncw.com



Tribute Wall

Sad to hear of his passing. If not for LC’s guidance | might not have
graduated with my class. He had a profound effect on many
in our little town. Rest In Peace LC.

Jan Harris (Lyle) - November 02, 2023 at 11:55 PM

Mr. Johnston was ALWAYS so kind, fun, and ]
encouraging to me. He loved the PD kids and

we knew it. The world has lost a great one, |
wish there were more men and teachers like “
him.
@ Deb Darlington-Ulias

deborah darlington-ulias - October 29, 2023 at 08:16 PM
L.C. was in the old Assembly of God on Mission St he said this little
girl will be a delight to all who meet her. That was me when | was 5.

I'll always his kind face ©©OC©

Lynette (Lyn) Howerton Fisher - October 28, 2023 at 03:29 PM



Mr. Johnston taught my mom, me and then my daughter. He taught
3 generations and the last time | ran into him he remembered us all
by name. To be remembered was an awesome gqift for me as |
wasn'’t in one place long enough to be remembered. However, Mr.
Johnston was a gift for anyone who had the privilege of calling him
a teacher or even knew him. Thank you to his family for sharing
such a precious man. There are very few people that have made
such an impact in my life and | will always try to make people feel
like he made me feel...seen and known.

Tiffany McEachern - October 27, 2023 at 07:15 PM

Absolutely one of THE Absolute Greats of Peshastin-Dryden! Mr.
Johnston embodied the concept of "the neat teacher" to ALL of us.
Always upbeat, always supportive, always friendly, always THERE
(because his extensive amount of skills allowed him to keep
popping back with students throughout the years, from elementary
to high school). And he REMEMBERED his former students. The
last time | saw him about half a dozen years ago, he was still joking
to me about the comments | would write on some of the candy bars
about one patrticular P-D teacher (back when I didn't know better)
during the time | was helping with the snack counter in the Dryden
Gym that he always oversaw for the 11th graders. Man, what a
great loss. But what a great guy.

--David Goehner, P-D Cougar and proud of it.

David Goehner - October 19, 2023 at 01:34 AM

| was just thinking about him the other day and | had not thought about
him in about 20 years...He was a great teacher!

Leeland Taylor - October 30, 2023 at 01:30 AM



I grew up across the street from LC and his family on Chelan street
and 5th. When | was with WSP | gave talks to his driver's Ed
classes at Peshastin HS. He was a fun guy. Thoughts and prayers
to his family.

Dennis English - October 17, 2023 at 11:40 AM

LC was a wonderful teacher to my kids and a colleague. loved our
conversations in the school halls. Later in his career he taught my

daughter to drive. Such a kind soul. He is missed. My condolences
to his family.

Lynn Dahlstedt - October 11, 2023 at 07:34 PM



